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IN CONGBESS OF THE D. STATES, j

Thirl» - ITtVsl CoDfreH Iflnl

TUESDAY, DECEMBER j
MtNATB. j

The Hon. J. L. Bhiuut, of Indiana, appeared in hie
seat in the Senate this morning.
The journal having been read,
Mr. HUNTER aeked leave to withdraw from the tile*

of the Senate the petition and papere of John Mason,
which were referred during the last session, and upon
which no report had been made.
The leave asked was granted. I
Mr. SEWARD asked and obtained leave to withdraw

from the hies of the Senate the petition and papers of
Skelton Felton : which was agreed to.

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose, aud, after referring to the

?;real number of bills that were reported during tire
ast session of Congress, which were never acted upon,
aud expressing his desire to secure action upon a certain
bill beiore the close of the present session, desired to
give notice that Le would to-morrow, or on some subsequentday, ask leave of the Senate to introduce "A bill
to provide for the unpaid claims of the officers and soldiersof the Virginia State and continental lines of the
revolutionary army."
Mr. POOTE. I hope that the honorable senator from

Kentucky may be in order; but 1 certainly think that the
notice which he has just given is in violation of parliamentaryprinciple, and that it is hardly proper for him
to give such notice in the present condition of Congress
But if he be right, I wish to have the same privilege
accorded to me. I was under the impression that such a

notice could not be introduced until the other House
have organized, and informed us of that fact.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I am not very
well versed in parliamentary usages, but I suppose that
such a notice as 1 have given is strictly in order. We are 1

organized, I think, for purposes of that sort, although as '
yet no committee can act upon such questions. A notice J
as to the introduction of a bill is merely a warning to the
Senate as to what a member designs to introduce; and
I do not know a principle which restricts the giving of
such notice. The object is simply to make soitfe little
movement in the business of the senate. It is a mere 1

notice of a desire to introduce a bill. The question is,
whether the giving of such a notice is contrary to the
rules of order.

Mr. FOOTE. I do not wish to be misunderstood. 1
say again, I hope it may be decided that the senator from
Kentucky is in order. 1 wish to be certain of that fact,
simply because 1 wish to give a similar notice myself of
a bill which 1 have been engaged for some time in preparing.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the senator from

Mississippi desire the Chair to give its opinion on the
jioint of order.'
Mr. FOOTE. I should certainly desire to know the

decision of the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The impression of the

Chair is that a notice cannot be introduced until both
houses are organized; the understanding of the Chair
being thatsucli notice is a necessary antecedent to the introductionof a bill for legislative puq>oses. It is there
fore the decision of the Chair that it is not in order for the
notice to be given until the other House has been organized,and the Senate receive notification of the fact.

So the notice of motion for leave was not received.
On motion, the Senate then ailjourned.

HOUSE OF REPHKSKNTST1VKI.
After the reading of the journal of the previous day's

proceedings.
On motion, the House proceeded with the 33d ballot

for Speaker.the tellers officiating previously, Messrs.
Strong, Ducr, Mii.i.kr, and Hillukd, having taken
6cats at the desk. This ballot resulted as follows:

VVhole number of votes cast, *224.
Necessary to a choice, 113.
Mr. Winthrop received 101; Mr. W. J. Brown, 80;

Mr. YVilmot, 0; Mr. Boyd, 13; Mr. Gentry, 5; Mr.
Disoey, 8 ; Mr. H. Maun, 1; Mr. H. Cobb 5; Mr. F. P.
Stanton, 1; Mr. Bayly, 1; Mr Meade, 1; Mr. Durkee, 1.
Those who voted lor Mr. Winthrop, were;
Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Asbmun,

Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggt, Brooks,
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thoiutts B. Builer, Joseph P
Caldwell, Calviu, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole,
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon,
Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler,
Fretilley, Goodenow, Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway,

» Hampton, Hay, Haymoud, Hebard, Henry, Milliard, Hons
ion, How, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Jobuson, IVerr, Uanielf. King, George ti. King, James G. King, John A.
King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall. Matteson, M >

Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E McLean, Meachain, Moore,
4 Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, I'hie

nix, Pitman, Putnam, Keed, Reynolds, Kisley, Rockwell,
Rose, Ruinsey, Sackeit, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcralt,Shepherd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly,
Tliaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurinan,
Underbill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, white, Williams,
and Wilson.
Those who voted for Mr. Wm. J. Brown, were:

Messrs. Aiberteon, Aslte, Averett, Bay. Bayly, Beale,
Bingham, Btstell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlio, Boyd, Albert
G. Brown, Buel, George AUred Caldwell, Cleveland, HowellCobb, Daniel, Dtminick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson,
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett,
Hall, Hamilton, Haintaond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson,
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, lioagland,Howard, Inge, Robert W. Johinon, Kaulman, La
SAre Le tiler, Littlelicld, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand,
McDonald, McDowell, McLsnahan, Robert M. McLane,
McWillie, Million, Morse, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps,
Riohardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawteile, RichardH. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson,
James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden,
Waldo, Welborn, Weritworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and
Young.

For Mr. Wilmot, Messrs Allen, Durkee. Giddinca, P.
King, aad Root; for Mr. Boyd, Messrs. Bocock, Burl,
Colcock, Featherston, J. G. Harris, Holliday, Holmes,
McQueen, Meade, Orr, Ross, Seddon, F. P. Stanton.
Wallace, and Woodward; for Mr. Gentry, Messrs. Ca
bell, Morton, Oweu, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs; for
Mr. Disney. Messrs. Cable, Carter, Doty, Morris, Olds,
Potter, Sweetzer, and Wood; for Mr. H. Mann, Mr.
Campbell; for Mr H. Cobb, Messrs. Ewing, A. Johnson,Jones, W. R W.Cobb, and Millet; for Mr. F. P
Stanton, Mr. Hubbard: for Mr Bayly, Mr. McMullen;
for Mr. Meade, Mr. Powell; and for Mr. Durkee, Mr.
Wilmot.
No choice having been eilected,
The House proceeded with the 34th ballot, with the

following result:
Whole number of votes cast, 334.
Necessary to a choice, 113.
Mr. Winthrop received 10L; Mr. W. J. Brown, 84;

Mr. Wilmot, 5; Mr. Boyd, 13;. Mr. Gentry, 5; Mr. Disney,7; Mr. H. Mann, 1; Mr. H. Cobb, 5; and Messrs
F. P. Stanton, Bayly, Meade, and Durkee, one each.
Those who changed their votes on this trial, were as

follows: Messrs. Bocock, Meade, Potter, and F. P.
Stanton, who voted for Mr. Wm J. Brown.
No choice having been effected, the House proceeded

with the 36th ballot, with the following resell:
Whole number of votee cast, 234.
Necessary to a choice, 113.
Mr. Wintbrop received 101; Mr. W. J. Brown, 89;

Mr. Wilmot, 5; Mr. Boyd, 12; Mr. Morehead, 5; Mr.
H. Mann, 1; Mr. Disney, 4; Mr. H. Cobb, 6; and
Messrs. F. P. Stanton, Meade, and Durkee, one each.
Those who changed their votes on this ballot were

Messrs. Cable, Carter, Morris, and McMullen, voting
for Mr. Win. J. Brown; and Messrs. Cabell, Morton,
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs, for Mr. Morehead.
No choice having been effected,
The House proceeded with the 36th ballot, with the

following result.
Whole number of votes cast, 234.
Necessary to a choice, 113.
Mr. Winthrop received 101; Mr. W. J. Brown, 97; Mr.

Wilmot, i ; Mr. Morehead, 5; Mr. McDowell, 1; Mr.
Boyd, 7; Mr. H. Cobb,4; Mr. F. P. Stanton, 1; Mr.
Meade, 1; Mr. Durkee, 1; and Mr. H. Mann, l.
On this ballot, those who changed their votes were as

follows; Mr. W. R W. Cobb voting for Mr. McDowell;
and Messrs. Burt, Featherston, Orr, Ross, Woodward,
Doty, Olds, Sweetzer, and Wood,for Mr. Wm. J. Brown
No choice having been effected,
The House proceeded with the 37th ballot, with the

following result:
Whole number of votes cast, 334.
Necessary to a choice, 113.
Mr. Winthrop received 101; Mr. Wm. J. Brown 107;

Mr. Wilmot 6; Mr. Morehead 5 ; Mr. H. Mann 1; Mr.
Boyd 1; Mr. F. P. Stanton 1; Mr. Durkee 1; Mr. McDowell1.

Qji this ballot the changes were as follows: Mr. Howe
voted for Mr. Wilmot; Messrs. Colcock, J. O. Harris,
Holliday, Seddon, Wallace, Ewing, A. Johnson, Jones,Miller, and McDowell, for Mr. W. J. Brown.
No choice having been effected, the House proceeded to

vote the 38th ballot, with the following result:
Whole number of votes cast, 225.
Necessary to a choice, 113.
Mr. Wmthrop received 100; Mr. W. J. Brown 109;

Mr. Wiliuot 6; Mr. Morehead 5; Messrs. H. Mann,
Boyd, Durkee, Vinton, and McDowell, one each.
Those gentlemen who changed their votes on this

ballot were: Messrs. McMullen (who did not vote on
the previous ballot) and Hubbard for Mr. Wm. J. Brown;
and Mr. Winthrop (voting for the first time) for Mr
Vinton.
Mr J. B. THOMPSON moved an adjournment; and

the question on this motion having been put by tellers, it
was decided in the negative.yeas 101, nays 108.
The House thsn proceeded with the 39th ballot, with

the following result:
Whole number of votes cast, 326.
Necessary to a choice, 114.
Mr. Winthrop received 101 votes; Mr Wm. J. Brown,

C \^s
"

10®; Mr. Wilmot, 1; Mr. Morehead, 3; and Mewti
Boyd, Durkee, Vinton, and McDowell, one each.
Those who voted for Mr. Winthrop were t
Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker,

Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows,
Chester Butler, ThSrnas B Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin,Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Glingman, Cole,
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Lleherry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer,
Duncan, Alexander Evans. Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedey,Goodenow, Gott, Gould. Grinnell, Halloway. Hampton,Hay, Haymond, Hebanl, Henry, Milliard, Houston, Hunler,Jackson, James L Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King,
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin,
Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson. McGaughey, M.Kisrock,Finis E. McLean, Meacham. Moore, Morehead, Nelion,Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pbuenix, Pitman,
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Kisley, Rockwell, Rose, Rummy,Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepherd.Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Startly, Thaddeus Stevens,Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underbill,
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson.
Those who voted for Mr. W. J. Brown were:
Messrs Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale,

Bingham, Biased, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowfin, Boyd,
\ G Brown, Bue|, Butt, Cable, G A. Caldwell, Carter,
Jlevelarul, H. (fobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimniick, Disney, ,

Doty, Dunham, Edinutidson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch,
duller, Gerry, Giltnore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, flail,
Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan. Harinanson, 1. G.
Harris, S. W Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Homeland,
Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, A Johnson, R. W.
lohnson, Jones, Kaulman, La Sire, littler, Littlcfield, J.
Vlann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLalaliansMcLane, McMilllen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade,
Miller, Million, Morris, Morse, Olds, Otr, Parker, Peaslee,
Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Bobbins, Robin

on,Ross, Savage, Sawielle, Seddou, F. P. Stanton, K. H.
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweeizer, Thomas, Jacob Thompson,James Thompson, W. Thompson, Venable, Walden,
Wuldo, Wallace, Welborn, Wentwortli, Whittlesey, WiiIrick,Wood, Woodwaid, and Young.
Those voting-for Mr. Wilmot were: Messrs. Allen, i

Durkee, Giddings, Howe, P. King, Root, and Tuck; \
or Mr. Morehead, Messrs. Cabell, Morton, Owens, A. j
H. Stephens, and Toombs; for Mr. McDowell, Mr. W. j
It. W. Cobb; for Mr. Durkee, Mr. Wilmot; for Mr/
Vinton, Mr. Winthrop; and for Mr. Boyd, Mr. Holmes.
After the result of the 30th ballot had been declared,
Mr. J. B. THOMPSON moved an adjournment.
[Cries of " No," " No," " Call the roll," " Call the

oil," on all sides J
Mr. WINTHROP rose, and asked permission to say

hat his friends bad persisted in voting for him long aferhe had been anxious to withdraw his name; that,
fielding to their urgent solicitations alone, he had relucantlypermitted his name to be used thus far by them. (
He hat1 repeatedly expressed his desire not to stand in the I
.vay of the organ.nation of the House, so necessary for 1
he interest of the country. He would not have yielded 1

o their representations had they not insisted that, under
:xisting circumstances, his political friends, rather than
liinselt, were of right entitled to control his action. He
lad, in this manner, been prevailed on to permit his
tame to remain before the House up to that monent.Nothing could give him greater pain than
o feel conscious of standing in such an attitude beorethe House as to interfere with its organization;
uid, as matters now are, to permit his friends to sup- ,
>ort bim longer, he conceived, would place him in this t
iisagreeable position. He therefore felt compelled to re- <
juest that they would no longer consider him a candidate. (
While he thanked them for the support accorded to him,
le must be permitted to hope that they would concentrate
in some other gentleman, as he could no longer consent '

lo be regarded a candidate for the Speakership.Mr. J. B. THOMPSON again pressed his motion to
adjourn. Preferring Mr. Winthrop, it bad been his in- '

teniion to support that gentleman as long as he remained
a candidate.
The withdrawal of his name, however, made it in-

cumbent on the party of which he (Mr. T.) was a memberto deliberate and consult.to look round before determiningwhat shall be its future action upou the choice
of a presiding officer. [Immoderate laughter all over the
House ] He should therefore insist upon his motion to
idjourn, in order to permit his friends to enjoy ail opportunityfor this necessary consultation and deliberation ;
and upon this motion he called for the yeas and nays;
which having been ordered,
The question was put, and the House refused to adjourn.yeas110, nays 114.
On the announcement of this vote, many members demandedthat the roll should be called for the 40th attempt

to elect a Speaker; but
Mr. STANLV moved a call of the House; and on that

motion he asked for the yeas and nays.Mr BAYLY rose to a uuestion of order.
Mr. MEADE here suggested that, as the roll had just

been called upon the question of adjournment, and as on
that call every member in Washington but five had answeredto their names, those of the absentees only should
now be called.
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked for the yeas and

nays on the suggestion or proposition of the gentleman
from Virginia, [Mr. Meade ]
The Clerk declared the question to be on taking the

question upon the call of the House by yeas and nays.
Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON (interposing) called the

attention of the Clerk to the fact that the motion of
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Stanly] had
followed, not preceded, the repeated calls for the House
to proceed with the 40th vote for a Speaker.
The Clerk appearing to acquiesce in this correction,
Mr. VAN D\ KE demanded that the yeas and nays be

called upon that motion.
Mr. HALL was understood to move that Mr. Wit, J.

Brown be declared the Speaker of the 31st Congress.
Mr. SCHENCK here moved to lay the whole subject

on the table.
A Member moved an adjournment.
Mr. MEADE was understood to sav a few words to

prove that the motion for a call of the House could not
be then entertained, and to demand that the Clerk proceedto call the roll for the 40th attempt to elect a

Speaker.
Mr F. P. STANTON here moved an adjournment;

which motion being put, it was carried.
And ao the House adjourned, in great confusion.

UtteU's Living Age, No. Ml.-Prion ISJf cents.
(MmS t

I. Fonlenelle on the Signs of Death.Quarterly Review.
S. There end Back Again, Chap, xvt, iviii. Tail's Magaxine.
3. tlrowth of the Metropolis.Spectator.
4. The Baches of the Revolutionists.Spectator.
i. The Drama of the Criminal Court.Spectator.
8 Old Bailey Ladiea-Punch.
7. Canadian Annexation.Spectator.
8. Uiamlaaal ol the French Ministry Kiaminer.
8. The Reception due to Kossuth.Waiter Savage Lander.

Shout Annette..The Chinese In California-Lola Montes.
PotTBV..To Frederika Bremer.Bhakapeare Readings.MyBoy.
New Boost.
lLLUtTBaTioa.."May the evening's diversion bear Iht morn

tog's reflection."
WasatssTos, December 87, 1848.

Of all the periodical Journals devoted to literature aad science,which abound in P.urope and la this rouatry, this has appeared to
me to be the moat aeeful. It contatna, indeed, the eipneition oalyof the current literature of the English language , but this, by in m
menee extent and comprehension, Includes a portraiture of the humanmind in lbs utmost expansion of tha present age.

I. « ADAMS.
Published weakly at #8 a year, ky

E. LITTELL h CO., Boston.
And sold by JOSEPH BHILLINOTCN,

Corner 4Jg street and Pennsylvania avenue, Washington.Dee. IB

LitteU'a Urlng Age, No. WX -Price lljj rents.
Osnlrnls ;

1. Bernard Barton's Life and Letters.Spectator.
8. Dr. CMnrn' Prelections.Spectator.
3. Thf Bermudas.Buffalo Commercial Advertiser
4. Shirley j a tale, bjr Currer Bell -Ktarmnrr.
5. Sporting Scenes In Nepnul.Cnlted Service Magailnr
6. Tne Maiden and Married Life of Mary Powell, art. Till.

Sharps'a Magazine.
7. There and Haci Again, ehapa. ill iilll-T>HT Magaalne.
8. Annailata of the Restoration, Mr. Secretary fepye.Unblln

University Mafaalne.
8. A Haunted House.Bentley'a Mlacellany.
10. Pau'a Anatomy for Artiste.Spectator.

Waaninnron, December 97, IMS.
Of all the periodleal Joumala deemed to literature and aclenre

which abound in Europe and in Ihla country, thla haa appeared to me
to be the moet uaeftil. It contains. indeed, the eipoaitinn only of the
current literature of the English language but thla by ita immenae
eitenl and comprehension inclndea a portraiture of the human mind
la the utmoat eipanalon of the preaenl afe.

1. U. ADAMS.
Puhllahed weekly at #8 a year, by
And aold by K. LITTELL It CO., Boeton.

JOSEPH SHILLINKTON,Comer of ix at. and Pennaylvanla a*., WashingtonDec 19

NICW Ml'SIC..Juat received at the old eataMlahed Muaic and
Stationery Store, one door rant of 19th atreet, Pennaytvania ave

nne, the following beauUftil and popular muair, told at our uanal low
price, four centa per pafe. WM. FISCHER.
The Ledger Polka, by J antra Bellak
Nancy*! Fancy Polka, by C. Bleaaner
Plum! i Polka, aa performed by Jobnaon'a Braaa Band at Cape MaySailor'a Polka, by C. Lenechow, leader of the Oerraania Band
The Hyacinth Polka, by Oung'l
The Elfln Walt*, with vanationa by Urobe
The Manor Walt*, by T. C. McKenna
Sob Boa* Walla, by T. Benhardt
Reindeer Uuiekatrp, by Ofohe
The Virginia Roaebud Uuickatep. by Urobe
Koaaulh'* March, by Bsemelen/i
Jeannte Mray, a ballad, by C. Mailer, with baaatifhl Ttgnetta
Leap o'er the Wave#, by J. H. Hewitt
Come heck, dey dreeme, come back, ky e member of the Germanic

Band
Gentle Deeda, a beaotlfiil ballad
Jeannte and Donald, a hallad, by Hodaon
Mary Bell, Ihh edition, by Buphert"Will you lore me then ne nowwith the anewer "Deareet, then

111 lore you more"
The Merry Sleigh Bella, arranged aa a quartetteBelle of Baltimore, aa Ethiopian aong
Come back, Steben do do
The Virginia Rosebud, the only correct edition
Dec 19

AHANDNOMKLY fwraalaleed Home, In a arnhral and
healthy location, containing twelve raoae, iactodiag a dining

room and chamber In the back buUdtam. together with e staMe and
carriage hones, will be rented for the naelnn of Cungl naa, or a longernerlofo If deelred. Apply to JOHNJ JOYCB,
Not.97-tMtf Vomer of IMfe and F atreete.

THE U
Ou w. agkHMMIbTutA ky n* Imparts I

The great reduction which took place last year in the I
iggregate amount of our exports was triumphantly refer- p
ed to the failure of the tree trade principle, and wee »

joiuted at ae an evidence of the truth of the protectionist
ioclrine. Revolutions on the continent, collapse in the J
atonies, and panic in India arising from the speculations
ind failures of 1847, all counted for nothing. All they
;ared for was the simple fact."Your exports have fallen
iff six millions in a single year." &

It is worthy of remark that for some years prior to 1844
he amount of our exports had been declining, or at the »

rery most stationary. Take tbem from 1836 ()
Exportsfrom (he United Kingdom.British produce end

manufactures. d

1836 4153,368,574
1837..... 44,070,744 *

1838..... 564)60,070 .
1830..... 53,433,380
1840..... 51,406,430 a

1841 51,634,043
1844..... 47,381,043 *

In 1844 the tariff was greatly modified. There was then ti

'the beginning of the end." Increased facilities were af- "

oriled for the introduction of foreign products. As a

loinmenceineiit, all prohibitions were repealed. Immodirateduties were reduced. The introduction of raw irnienalsof all kinds was facilitated. In each succeeding 11

'ear, until 1840, something more was done in the same
"

lirection; until at length, in that year, acts were passed
or the repeal of the corn laws, for the equalization of
he sugar duties. We had then a free admission of all
he raw materials of our manufactures, and all the first t«

tecessaries of life. But all this was done of our own
iccord. There was no reciprocity. Our acts were not
mntingent upon the acts of others. They adhered to
heir hostile tariffs. We did attempt to fight "hostile tartfswith free imports." And what has been the effect.'
iVe have now nearly seven years to compare since that
lolicy was begun, fiere is the comparison:
Exports from the United Kingdom.British Produce and "

Manufactures; *

1844 - - - 4147,381,023
1843 54,379,704

1844 - - 58,584,394 ,
1845 - 60,It 1,082
1846 - - 57,786,870
1847 - - - - 58,842,377 p

1848..... 54,849,445 «
And, in order to show what we may expect the exports v

>f the present year to amount to, the following is a com- J,'
xtrison of their amount for the brst eight months (to t
he 5th of {September) compared with ine same period
n each of the preceding four years: [J

Exports.January 5 to September 5.
1845..... £30,408,595
1848..... 34,531,485

1847 - - * 35,309,798
1848..... 31,633,'114

1849..... 39,*103,393 i
There can, therefore, be little doubt that the exports of 1

he present year will exceed in amount those of any for- J
ner year whatever. But, leaving the present year out of ,

he question, the following is the average annual amouut >

jf our exports during the six years succeeding 1843, and
luring the six years endiug with 1843 :

|
KX POETS.

\verage annual amount, six years, ending 1843, £19.396,695
Average annual amouuiiusix,succeeding years, 56,742,297 I

In spite, then, of "hostile tariffs," we have, by means J
sf "free imports," converted a declining, or at the most a i

stationary trade, into one of rapid progress ; we have increasedthe average of our annual exports during the six
years in which we have acted upon this principle, comparedwith the six years immediately preceding, by about
seven millions and a half annually! Can we, then,
"fight hostile tariffs by free imports
But the country with which our trade, so far as importsare concerned, has been most affected by the changes

which have taken place during the last six years, is the
United States of America. The duty on cotton has been
entirely repealed. The duty on provisions has been, in
most cases, entirely repealed, and where it has not, it has
been greatly reduced. The duty on grain has been reducedto a nominal amount. These reductions have affectedthe trade with the United States more than any
other. But they have done nothing to meet us. VN e
neither stipulated for nor have we received any recipro
cal concession. Our imports have increased enormously
from that quarter. In 1847 they were particularly large.
Well, let us see what has taken place with regard to our
exports. It may not be quite fair to begin with 1812 in
this comparison, as there was a special reason why our
exports to that quarter were very small in thai year. But
begin with 1840, and then we have the following comparison:

Exporti to the United Statei.
1840 £5,343,000

1841 - . - - 7,U08,6l2
1842 3.528,607

1M . ft.OIS.SU
1844 . 7 938,079' 1845 7.M2JJK

181 6 9,839,400
1817 10.974,161

1848...... 9,564,909
The average annual amount of our exports to the UnitedStates in the six years ending with 1843, Was £6,171,773.Their annual average during the six years succeedinirmi'2 Iijam h#»i»n m.UllI t\fu I thus ahntanmr an uua.ua!

increase to this single market of £1,736,887.
Whether tried, then, by the general aggregate amount

of our trade, or by the particular trade which has been
most affected by tne free commercial policy adopted since
1842, we are satisfied to abide the test of experience as
to whether it is wisest to light "hostile tariffs ' by "free
imports," or by exclusions and restrictions..Econointut.

New Slate of California,
The California constitution has not settled the slave

agitation, as many fondly hoped it would. All parties
had agreed in the opinion that a State on coining into the
Union has an absolute right to decide for itself whether
it will recognise or prohibit the right of property in slaves.
Hence at the last session of Congress various attempts
were made to get rid of the disturbing question of the
(tower of Congress over the Territories by organizing and
admitting them as States, ft was thought by many that
by avoiding altogether any territorial organization, the
dispute as to the power of Congreas would be got rid of,
and the decision of the vexed question in respect to slaveryceded at once to the new State.

Rut it was obvious that if any territory remained unorganized,the causes of agitation would aot be at all removed.While any ground it left uncovered by a State
constitution, duly recognised, there will be field of controversyin the extension of the laws of the United Slates
and the organization of a government. The spontaneous
erection of a State government in California by the late
convention would go but a little way towards quieting
the excitement Tne boundaries claimed by the framars
of the new State, vast as they are, take in only a small
part of the territory which the United States have purchasedand must govern. All New Mexico, and half of
California, including the Mormon settlements and the
State of Deseret, where slavery is not prohibited, and
where, too, there are said to be slaves now held as property,are left to the law of Congress, and over lliein tne
action of Congress will he pressed as strongly as though
no part hail been taken off tor the formation of the State
It would be a great mistake to suppose that the anti
slavery party would be satisfied with the mere exclusion
of slavery from California, whether by act of Congress
or by the act of the people, either of the territory or of
the State On the contrary, success in that particular
would be heralded aa a certain «if(n of triumph, and an
incentive to renewed exertions to effect the name end in
all other parte of the territory.
The attempt, therefore, to get rid of the queetion in

Congress by creating or receiving State* covering leee
than the whole territory, would neceeearily fail. The
rece|ition of California with her preeent constitution would
leave the whole field of contention still undetermined,
only that the restrictioniets would have gained strength
ana confidence by a signal though partial success.

But there is to be strong opposition to the recognitionof the new State. The process by which it was formed
is anomalous; the papulation who formed it are anomalous;the powers they assumed without precedent and
without sanction; and the territory over which they attemptto supersede the jurisdiction of the United State*
and establish their own, is too vast and of too peculiar
importance to be given up without queetion to a number
of settler* so inconsiderable in numbers, and of such un
certain interest in the State. Besides, the southern men
will argue, with a great deal of reason, that the concessionto so scanty, scattered, and fugitive a population of
the power of fixing permanently the fundamental law in
respect to slavery over an immense territory, which will
not be sufficiently fitted for the purposes of State governmentfor half a century, is a mere dishonest political device,irreconcilable with fair dealing, and not warranted
by any public interest.
The slave question, therefore, will accompany the Californiaconstitution into Crmgress in an aggravated shape.There will be a violent struggle over it as a local questionthere, in which all the most angry passions will be

excited; and whenever it shall be decided, and in whicheverway, upon its particular merits, the general questionwill remain for another struggle still more excited in
character and distracting in consequences.In view of this sad prospect, the only hope of the
country is in the triumph of moderation over passion and
prejudice, the riyival of that old spirit of fraternal de
votion to the union of the States, which made this government,has preserved it thus far, and which m the lifebloodof its fulare existence. Factronist* and ultras of
all quarters must be taught, and will be taoght, that there
is a virtue in the great masses of the people, which, fullyroused to a kaowledge of danger to our libertiee or our
Union, is mighty to calm and to mrt..'N. O. Cremnt.

NION. .
-

Hp Uu PMaMrfltorife* VbIMIUIm.
N pur.uance of low, I, ZACHAKV TAYLO*. Prevdmt of Um
United Mtmlee of America, do hereby declore oud uiohe known tliol

uhlie eatee will bo hold ot Ike undertuooOoued loud oAkee lu the
tote of IOW A, 01 tho period* hereinafter deeignoted, to wtl:
At Um loud uMce ot DUBUUUB. commencing on Moudoy, tho
aveulb doy of Jouuory uext, for the diepoeal of die public loud* eitu
lad wllhtu lb* uadertueuuooed townehipe, to wit:
AoriA of tkt bate hiu and weti l/IJu fijlh principal meridian. 1

Towuohip ninety night, of range three. '
Towueliipe uinoly Mi, uiaeiyeerou, oud uinely-eight, of rouge
Mlf.
'i'uwuohip* ninety live, uiuety-eii, ninety woven, ninety eight, ond
iuely-ninr, of rougo Ave.
Townehipe ninety.three, ninety.four, luuetydve, oiuety eix, nine 1
even, ninety eight, ona nuieiy-ntne, of rang* aid.

Ax Uie SAME P1.ACK, coniuieneing ou Moudoy, the twenty-Ant t
oy of J cutlery uext, lor the diapoeol of Uie public lend* within the
iideiuienUoued towiuhipe, vlx:
forth iff the bait lint and wilt of the fi/ih principal meridian, t

'i'owualiip* niiieiy-lbur. uinety-flve, ninety-eix, ninety-eeven,
luety eight, and ninety.nine, of range eeven.
Towueliipe ninety lour, ninety five, ninety ell, ninety eeven, |
nd ninety.eight, of range eight.
Tuwnalnp ninety-Ave, townehlp ninety-ell, (except the eouUiweet \
uorter of eectlou twenty -eeven, the eoulbeaet quarter of eectiou
veiny eight, and eectione Unity-three and Unity-four, iucludlug Uie
idiau agency,) and towueliipe ninety eevcu and ninety-eight, of <

Ulge ulne.
'Imwiieliipe ninety two uid ninety four, of range leu. )
Towiiehip ninety-one, of range thirteen.
Towueliipe uiiiety-oiie uud uiuty-two, of rouge fourteen. <
At the land oltice at KAIKFIKLII, comuienciug ou Monday, Uie
lurteeutii day of January next, for Uie dlepoeal ol' the public loude '
tinned w mini Uie underineutioiied townehipe, to wit: I

North of tht bate lint and well of the fifth principal meridian.
Towiuhipe aixly-aeven, amy eight, and tlxty-nine, of range allien.
Townehipe aixty-eeven, eixty eight, and eixty-nine, of rouge eeventen.<
Townehipe eixty-eiglit and eixty-nine, of range eighteen.
Townehipe eixly-eight and eixty-nine, of range nineteen. ,

Townehipe eixty-oiglit and eixty-nine, of rouge twenty.
Townehipe eixty-elght and eixty-nine, of range twenty-one.
Townehipe eixty eight and eixty-nine, of range twenty-two.
Towiiehip ecveiily-oue. of range twenty-eix. I
Towueliipe eoveuly ond erventy-one, of range twenty-aeven.
Townehipe erventy and eeventy-one, of rouge twenty-eight.
At the land office at IOWA CITY, commencing on Monday, Uie
veuty-Aret dny of January next, Air the diepoeol of the public lande
lithiu the Ihllowiug townehipe, to wit: |
Mrlh of the bate line and west of the fifth principal meridian.
Townehlp ecventy-eix, of range twenty-eeveu.
Townehipe eeventy-aix, eeveuty-eeven, and aeventy-eight, of range

ivd«ritv~f*itflil.
Townships seventy-seven and seventy-eight, of range twenty nine.
Lands appropriated by law for llie use or schools, military or oilier
urposes, will be excluded from the aalea.
The offering of the above-mentioned landa will be commenced on

lie daya appointed, and proceed in the order in wliicli they are adeitised,with all convenient dtapnich, until the wholeahail have been
fl'ered, and the aalea thue closed. But no aale eh all be kept open
[infer than two wecka, and no private entry of any of the lauda will
« admitted until after the expiration'of the two weeka. I
Given lender my hand, at the city of Washington, thia fifteenth day

if September, anno Uouiini one tliouaand eight hundred and fortyline.Z. TAYLOR.
By the President:

J. BuTTeeriiLD,
Couiaiiaaioner of tl.e General Land Office.

NOTICE TO PRE-EMPTION CLAIMANTS.
Every pereon eutitird to llie right of pre-emption t« any of llie'

auda within the townahipa above enumerated, ia required to establahthe aame to the satisfaction of the register and receiver of the
iroper land office, and make payment therefor, at toon at practicable
tfter taeinf Ibis notice, and before the day appointed for the com
uenceiuent of the public aale of the landa embracing the tract
laiined, otberwiae auch claim will be forfeited.

J. BUTTERPIKLD,
Cotnmiaaiouer of tbe Geueral Lund Office.

Postponement of the Public Lund Hale a at Dubuqnr,
Iowa.

Notice la hereby given, that tbe public aalea of landa ordered by procainulionof llie Preeident of the United States, dated the fifteenth day
if September, 1849, to be held at the land office at DUBUQUE,
Iowa, on the terenlk and twenty-first duya of January, l&jO, are decayedto be poatponed until further notice.
Given under my hand at the city of Waahiugton, thia 11th day of

December, anno Domini one tliouaand eight hundred and forty-nine.* /.. TAYLOR.
By the Preaidenl:

J. BvrruuriBLP,
Dec Id Comniiaaioncr of tbe General Land Office.

By K. t\ V 0. IffKM, JhtcUmmtert.

VALUABLE IMPROVED PROPERTY AT AUCTION.On
Wednesday, December 19, at 4 o'clock p. in., on the premiaea,

ac shall sell that valuable improved property situated on the northwestcorner of 8th and E streets, known as "The Columbian,"
twued and occupied by Mr. J. H. Eberbach. Tbe house was built in
1849 (expressly for the present owner) in the moat substantial manner,
>fselected materials, without regard to coat; and comprises all the conveniencesfor which It was originally intended, being well adapted
for a private residence or boarding bouse and restaurant.
Terms: One fourth of the pnrehaae money cash'; the balance in

lliree equal payments of twelve,,eighteen, and tweuly four months,
Willi notes satisfactorily secured, bearing interest.

E. C. h G. P. DYER,
Dec. 8.d Auctioneers.

11Y (J tth.ltN <3i TASTK1'. Aaetlanwrs.

Household and kitchen purniture, 3 fine piano
FORTES, he. AT AUCTION.On Wednesday, the 19th in

tant,we shall sell at the residence of Mr. C. A. Moenster, who
is about to leave the city, on 13 street, near the comer of F street, at
IU o'clock a. in., au excellent assortment of Furniture, he., via:

4 mahogany and rosewood Sofas
19 do parlor hair cloth Chairs
3 do Bureaus, dining and breakfast Tables
fi do marble top card Tables, fine
3 line 6 and 7 octave Piano Fortes, of fine tone
1 do gilt frame Pier Glass, French plate
Maple and other Bedsteads, hair Mattresses, he.
Feather Beds and Bedding, new Blankets, he.
Girandoles, fine cut Glass and Crockery ware

8pieces damask Moreen for curtains, new
Wardrobe, Washslands, large tin Hsfa, he.
9 good Cooking Stoves. Kitchen Utensils, he.

With many other articles wlUch we deem unnecessary to euutner
ale.

Terms cash. GREEN h TA8TET,
Dec 11. fit Auctionsera.

FIFTY DOLUIU REWARD.Bu away from the rub.
rentier, living near Notungiiam, I'nnce George county, two koyi,

BEN and FERRY. Ban u a bright mulatto ; baa a acar under the
left eye. caueed by powder; wore away a long Mue coat and a light
pair of pantaloons. He is iM or SS years old. Ferry bad on white country-clothpantaloons and an old frock coat, and Is SI or 83 yean old. I
will give fifty dollars reward for the two boys, wherever taken, either
brought home or secured in iail, so that I may get them again.

Ilec.II.dlw JOHN ft. SKINNER.

I'SITED STATES HOTEL. WAIHUUTOk.

THE United ft tales Hotel will be opened on Tuesday, the lllh la
sunt, for the reception of guests

The hotel has been enurely renovated, furnished with entirely new
furniture throughout the houee, and the proprietor leeIs confident
that hit efforts will not fail to please his guests. The house will be
conducted entirely by the subscriber, and lie hopes to ment a con
tiuuauce of the patrouage heretofore eitended to hu father (the late
A. Poller) and himself.

EDWARD H. FULLER,
Dec5.dibvif Proprietor.

Irving Hotel, Washington,
Csrasr e/ Pennsylvania arenas end lit! street.

GENTLEMEN and families who may patronise this hotel will
find II in eieelleni order. Its situation is one of the best in the

city, end the establishment in all Its appointments la wall raicnlaied
lo Insure the comfort of Its guests.

J. THOMAS,
Nov. 14.eo3w Late of the Howard Hotel, New York.

PARIS ( loaks, Hacks, and Shawls We will open this
day another assortment of the above seasonable goods, to which

wc would respectfully call the attention of the ladles.
Also, a choice lot of French embroidered capes, collars, berthes,

linencarnbnc handkerchiefs, dresses, Ac.
WALTER HARPER A CO.,

Fenn. avenue, between Mh and IOth streets.
Dec 7.eoMf

# HOUSE for Kent, and Furniture Iter Sale. The
.three story brick house occupied by the subscriber, on the south
of E siren, between 6th and 8th, is fur real, and the furniture for

sale. Apply on the premises to J. E. KENDALL.
Dee 4.eolWP

FOR hale or Hent, the pleasantly located, convenient
and desirable premises, situated on New Jersey Avenue, between

the residences or Thomas Blagden and Richard Barry, esquires,
owned and lately occupied by (he subscriber. Inquire of Richard
Barry, esq.
Dec. ft-eodJC BAMUEL B. REACH.

0 fancy dross goods, Just received, ami now ready for loapecuon
at WALTER HARPER k CO.W,

Prnn. »inir, between Ml aud 10th itmu
Dee 7.Steoif '

El* VEIiOPKN. W. FIACHER, importer of euuonery, he* re
cently reonivH from Parte, direct from the celebrated manuhrtu

re r, Manna, three handred tbouaaad Envelopes, made eiprinsly to
order, by pattern went, of aaprrtor paper, eomphetnc White and Buff
offlrial, letter, note ami visiting card mace, all pot ap la neat boiea of
100 to MO In each ; which will be mid wholesale and retail, at Hta
lionrri' Hall, where Music can be had at 3 and 4 cents a page.
Not. 97.3taw3w

FUR BAMk-Pews Nos. M and 104, Ht. John's Chunk, Wash
inpton. Ree. Hmith Pyne, D. D., Rector. They will be eold at a

reduced price, and, bels« on a line, can readily be turned Into one,
Sir Uie accommodation of a large fhmlly. Apply to Ospt. E. II.
Townaend, AdJuUnt Ueneral'a Office.
Dec 0.ep3t

FANCY DRY OOODk-WM. p. POUDKR, Peansylrama
avenue, (up ttalrs,) neit door to Clagett k Co., will bare open

and ready lor examination on Monday neat, December 3, an eiteaitveassortment of fancy dry foods, enrbractnf dress silks, party
dresses, laces, embroideries, merinos, cashmeres, mouaselin de laines,
crape shawls, caps, flowers, and ribands.

Also, velvet cloaks, mantillas, and sacks, with a great variety of
other foods in the line.
Nov. 99.Uteod*

MR. Wlwtkrap's Address be tare the Maine Historical
Hociety at Bowdoin Cotlegc.The Boston Book, HW0.

Browning's Poems ; 9 vols.
HWmcs's Poems: new edition.
Chas. Apragne's Writings.
Greenwood Leaves.
Just received from Boston, and Mr sale ai

TAYLOR k MAURY'S
Dec (I Bookstore, near Hth street.

NEW BOOKS..History of Ike War with Metieo; by R. H.
Ripley, Breeet Major, United States army, 9 vols. Bvn.

Pairy Tales of sll Nations: by Anthony R. Montalba, with twenty
four illustration, hy Richard Doyle, I vol.
Dec 9- PRANCR TAYLOR.

WlNTRRrASHIONS..MRH ANN ATKIR having received
her selections of the latest Paris Millinery, will introduce them

oa Thuraday, November lat.
Show moms on D street, between 9th and IMi. Oct 91

AN Aaaortssseat of Paaey Heeds Bar Chrletwsas Preacnts.Velvetand Morocco covered Prayer Books, English
Bibles, kc-,kc.

Visiting cards printed from plaice at the shortest notice, and plates
engraved to order, at

WM. A. WHEELER k CO.>8, Htatinners,
Dec B.Mm Corner of Pennsylvania tvenae and lOtk street.

CITY OF WASHINGTON. '

WIONMDAY MORNING, DEC. It, 1849. J
OQ^VouiKY B PiLUK u authorised W receive advertiseuieuU tar 1

lie Waioo ia New York, Philadelphia, aad Boaloa, and receipt tlx
wyureal for the uuac.

1

- 0
Coiiyreee.

The Senate adjourned at an early hour yesterday, j
rbey hare determined to engage in no legislative action c
tntil the House of Representatives is organized.
The House again failed to elect a Speaker. There were t

teven more ballotings, in the progress of which Mr ,
William J. Btown ran up to 10V, wanting only four votes j
o elect him. On the last ballot Mr. Brown received 100
rotes. I

It depends upon Messrs. Cobb of Alabama, Holmes of |
South Carolina, (who voted for Mr. Brown on Monday, t
nit deserted him on yesterday,) and four of the free-soil '

lemocrats, to decide whether the House of Representatives ,
Hia.ll have a democratic Speaker, or not, to-day. Mr.
Brown is admirably qualified to discharge the duties of ,

he Chair. i
We refer to the proceedings, in another column, for a ,

detail of the votes for Speaker. ]

rn« House of Representatives and Hie Speakership. 1

The organ of the cabinet canuot refrain from lecturing '

tnd advising the House of Representatives in relation to '

the course which that body shall pursue in reference to the '

Speakership. It again concedes the fact that the admin- '

istration is in a minority; which implies an admission of
the fact that the cabinet, including its eighth constituent
element. General Tavlor himself, have so conducted the '

affairs of (he government as to incense the people, and
alienate them from their sup|K>rt. It is an acknowledge
ment of the defeat and prostration of the administration.
And, in view of this state of things, it whiningly appeals

to the opposition for mercy. It implores them to permit
the administration to indicate the Speaker, because, it alleges,it is proper that committees should be appointed
who are favorable to the policy of the cabinet, in order that
its measures may be introduced in the form presented by
it, and that they may have a fair hearing before the
country.
When we reflect upon the course of the federal major-

ity in the last House of Representatives in this respect,
this piteous appeal of its organ to the clemency of the
present opposition is humbling enough to the administration.Let us see how the late democratic administrationwas treated by the federal majority in the last House
of Representatives. Did the opposition then, although
but a bare majority of the House, concede to Mr. Polk's
administration a Speaker, and the appoinUnent of the
committees, even those which were charged with direct
and persoual communication with the Executive,
and through which the measures of the administrationmust come before the House ? Not by any
means. All the leading Btapding committees of the last
House of Representatives were composed of majoritiesopposed to the administration. Such was the politicalcomplexion of the Committees on Elections, Ways
and Means, Commerce, Public Lands, Judiciary, Manufactures,Military Affairs, and Territories.all constituted
with decided federal majorities, and, of course, bittedy
hostile to the then existing administration and its policy.
So it was while the federal party held a majority of the
House during the administration of Mr. Tyler. Quarrelling

with President Tyler because /redetermined honestly
to carry out the principles which (key knew he always
professed before they elected him, they did everything
in their power to embarrass and break down his administration.And then, as during the two last years of Mr.
Polk's administration, they constituted the committees of
«L - LI/»f mainvitiou nniiAfiO.! tn fK« Iinlirv fkf f h«»

President.even Ihose which were charged with confidentialpersonal communication with the President and
cabinet. Such was the conduct of the federal majorities
during a portion of the administrations of Mr. Tyler and
Mr. Polk.
And now, in view of snch ultra and vindictive partisanconduct, the organ of the present federal administration
comes forward and pileously entreats the op|>osiUon

to permit its candidate for Speaker to be elected, in order
that committees favorable to its policy may be constituted,

and its measures favorably presented to the country,
If the administration were not so positively weak and impotent,such a request, under such circumstances, would
be deemed impertinent and arrogant in the extreme, and
deserve pointed rebuke. But its imbecility and weaknessshield it from censure for acts which, in a cabinet of
more respectable capacity and potency, might pro|>erly be
deemed worthy of notice and animadversion.
We can hardly suppose, however, that this humble

appeal from the cabinet will be able to more the opposition
in Congress from its duty or its propriety. It is

based upon an assumption which entitles it to no favor.
It pioceeds from a supposition that the majority will not

deal justly by the cabinet.that it will resort to some

finesse or trick to prevent the latter from having a fair
bearing before the country upon its policy and measures,

which its organs allege are yet to be declared. It implies,
in truth, a want ol integrity and honor on the part

of the majority. Coming to the ears of the majority, as it
does, under such circumstances, this humble prayer of
the cabinet does not recommend itself to favor.

But the cabinet organ places its appeal upon another
ground. It alleges that General Taylor, who occupies
the presidential chair, was elected by and represents a

majority of the American people, therefore, the House
should give the cabinet, acting in hie name, an opportunityto preaent their policy favorably to the country.
But the organ forgot to state that Gen. Taylor no longer
represents (and never did) the majority of the people. It
forgot to> state that no less than five of the sovereign
States of this Union, and 200,<>00 of ths voters, have with-
drawn their confidence end support from htm, end left
him end his administration in e week end helpless minority.The eels of the cebel ruling in his neme have
brought such odium upon bis administration es to compel
the people to repudiate it before it had been eight months
in power. The people have withdrawn their confidence
from General Taylor, because they have discovered that
he can do nothing as President, and they bare proclaimed
that they want none of the policy or the measures of his
cabinet. The expression of the people in favor of the
General, as manifested in his election, is, therefore, no

reason why the majority in Congress should extend anythingmore than strict justice to the administration of
which he is but the nominal head.

In view, therefore, of the past conduct of the federal
parly, when in a majority, and the late expression of tbe

popular voice, as manifested in the elections, we see no

reason why the humble prayer of the cabinet, expreseed
through its organ, should be granted. On tbe contrary,
the majority of tbe House represent different principles
and a different system of policy. Those principles and
that policy are professed and adhered to by a large majorityof tbe American people. We cannot, therefore,
see what propriety there would be in granting favor to

principles and to a system of measures which tbe people
have condemned Certainly the cabinet cannot expect
anything more than simple justice; and thai, we have no

doubt, will be conceded to it.

In the House of Delegate* of Virginia, last week, a resolutionwas adopted tor the appointment of a select committeeof thirteen to inquire into the expediency of reportinga hill calling a convention for the revision of the constitutionof ibe State and for a reapportionment of repre
eolation.

Mlmy »r la Um (Mk<*1 Ua ittmajr Oiaiaal.
We hear frequent complaints on the part of the public

if the delay of busineM in the office of the Attorney
ieneral j and, judging from the information which we
lave received, we believe we are juetiAed in saying, that
inder 110 former administration has the business of this
iffice been permitted to get so far in arrear. We know
if cases, involving individual rights, that have been
lending more than six months in the Attorney General's
iffice, and still remain untouched.
We know not the cause of these delays; but it has

wen suggested to us that they are occasioned by the vast
unount of questions referred to the Attorney General
rom the other departments of the government. The injuiriesfrom the Secretaries are unprecedented in num>er,we lerfrn, and indicate that there is not a single
lead of detriment, from Mr. Clayton down, who seems

;o have any confidence in his own capacity or judgment,
rhese things ought not to be so. They are discreditable
:o the cabinet, and result in great injury to individuals.
We presume Mr. Johnson does all in his power to presentthis accumulation of business in his office; but it is

lot possible for any man to prevent it. We believe he is
in able lawyer and an industrious man, and that the fault
ies not with him. Yet we think Congress should look
nto this matter; and if the absolute necessities of the
government require it, let the force and efficiency of the
iffice be increased. But if the delays actually result from
[he incapacity of the heads of departments, thus preclulingthe possibility of their understanding the laws which
irescribe their respective duties, let the country wait and
bear the evil until a new administration, composed of
competent men, shall be installed in power in 183a.
We say to the people who suffer from these delays, be
patient; relief will ultimately come. The country is now
suffering a little penance for listening s second time to
the false pretences and humbuggery of federalism, which
will in due time be over. We can ouly repeat, be patient
mini men.

vitwi or Con|rcu from m Distance.

We copy the following very well-written sketch of the
opening and the proceedings of the present Congress
from the New Orleans Crescent of the 3d instant, which
reached us by Monday's southern mail. We have not
at this moment any space or any time for an analyticalreview of its various positions. Though in many respectsit may be just, yet we cannot vouch for ail its
statements and predictions. So far as the drama has
proceeded, the "Crescent" has proved a true prophet.
There ha* been a protracted struggle for the organization
of the House. It is now certain, also, that no message
has b .en sent in during the first week, nor has any Speaker

been elected; and what is more, no one undertakes to

predict when or how the organization will be completed.
The free-soilers may affect more or less the election of

a Speaker, though it is not within the bouuds of calculationthat a democratic free-soiler can be elected to the
chair. When we said, on Saturday last, that the democratshad the power to elect, and ought to exert it, we
meant it in the sense in which the Crescent now expressesit. We have always conveyed the same idea,
when we have stated, before Congress assembled, and
when all the democratic press have untimated in like
manner, that there was a democratic majority in tbe
(louse.or, as we expressed the same position on Friday
last, vix:
'The balloting* of tbe last four days show that ibe opposition,including all tbe eleinvuts oppo.-ed U the administration,have a decided majority in tbe House. Under suub

circumstances,, should tbey not prevent the e'ection of a

lederal Speaker f If llnsy should not, we art- uonlldent the
event wih excite surprise and regret among that portion of
the American people opposed to the administration.
And this estimate was confirmed by the fact that two

or three of tbe whig members were absent from the House.
But though there is nominally a majority in the

House, it remains to be seen whether it is an available,practical majority. The four ballots of Monday
are contributing to shake this conviclieo. Aa to the
whigs, we repeat that they may continue to obey tbe lash
of the KepiMic, and to follow blindfold its mandates; but
the country will also pass judgment oa their conduct.
We repeat what we said on Friday:

It is factious and revolutionary, an«l should ho lopolled
with indignation even by 'h adherents of the administrationto whom it [the language of the Republic] is so insultinglyaddressed.
Bat does not the cabinet de-ire any organisation of the

House of Represeutetives, unless it shall be such an one as

will answer Ibeir purpo-etT Are they so lesrlul o( lb*
scrutiny to which they will he compelled to submit, in lb#
event of the election of Sptaher and the appointment of
committee* adverae to them f II not, why i* (hit dictatorial
and inrolant order addressed to the federal member* through
the administration or|(an, commanding thein to adhere to

the cabinet'* candidal, even at the haaard of preventing an

organization of the House for week*, and perbapa for
month* 1
And what ihonld be the course o( the democratio oppotilion,in view of thi* imperial edict add reMed to the federal

member* of lite I loute I I* the oppoeltiM mora anston*

lor an organization of the Huuai than the friendt of the administration1 What responsibilities have the oppoaition 1
Are they to be told that the House shall never be organised,
if a constant adherence to the enbieet candidate for Speakercan prevent ill Aad are ant the member* of the oppoaitionequally a* decided aad Je ermined a* the administrationY

fiea the .tew Ortaaae rreeeeat, Dec. A
Tan ttarrtaa or Commas* ro-OAt .The first teesion of

die thirty-first Coogree* eeaanaaaee* to-day It will he aa
excited and eventful, and probably a ssevaay session.
The trouble will begta wtth the kit trap. la the Senate,organization it simple, becoote the law provides a

presiding olficcr in the vice President, aad the political
majority is eo dtcided that elec ions fc»r officer* can So made
at once as the ruling party desire*. In the Senate, however,party comideratioui have not been teceody observed
with any rigidity.
In the House, a protracted struggle ia Ike orgaaization is

lobe eipected, from the state 01 pa itie*, and the aaliire oi
die question* which separate them Neither of the two

grand parties has an assumed majority. Portions of both
have been committed by pledget, and the organizations
which elected them, t# a tingle idea.the exclusion ot daveryfrom the Territories, Irrntpeetive of all other political
noestkms. On general principles, there will bo a small
democratic majority. The vacaacy in Maaaacbuaatta, and
die absence oi Mr. King o( Georgia, reduce* the whole
number likely to he present *>20, t>i whom Ilk ia a majority.The two deficient teats are taken from the etdmased
whig trength, leaving the lulled House that oaa he
ex|iecle(J.III whig* and (ree-eoil whig*, and IM democrat-and Iree-soil democrat. Counting the tree soil vote*
a* a distinct division, the vole stands III democrats, MS
whig*, and IS Iree-toilert. In thit only those are oouotedat frer-eoilora who were elected on a_ diatmct organix*
lion. Tbo free-Mil element I# n eery large one m eotft

parties, and may lina'ly dictate the decision of tlie question,
nit the political exclusive free-«oilen do not eaeeed the
number named, and on their action, a* a (Operate parly,
the choice of Speaker and the organization of the Hou«wtllin all proliabilitjr be protracted, unless both of the
large parttee are disorganized, and new combinations are

lonned.aeeeeeee
Out of tbete dieeonlant element* nothing but etrlfe can

be ezpeoted at the opening ol Congroes We ehall not be
turpiited if the courtlet it protracted fat eereral dare ; end
the issue, whatever it may be, will be followed by many
heartburning#, and perhaptaggravated (actional complaining"No free-aoller can lie elected without aouthern vote*, if
taken tip by nnother party ; and if rleoted without aouthern
vote*, it mud be by a combination of |>olitical antagonism*,
ooinbining only on anti-slavery grounds Thia will be the
hrrt (welling ol the atorm wuich k to agitate and dlatract
the Houae, tbo moment it ia engaged. In reference to the
abaorbing alave question. On thia head, the materials
for oonlroveray are numerous, and the atrllia unavoidable
The proposition to admit California aa a Srata a> once
will be the Arat in order, but not the It rat In magnitude
The collateral quediona attached to it tranaoend ia lmpormncethe point formally at iaaue. California may be
admitted, and tha controversy subsist, la greater violence,
aa to the remaining territory; California lajoetad, and the
creation of new governments, for that aa for tba ulhar portionof tb# territory, will renew the excitement
The organization of New Mexico will b» another Md for

controversy. Implicating tha slave question. The right of
Texas to the Santa Fe boundary will ba disputed, leas from
any consideration for ibo real merit of her title, and the
real convenience, of the decision, than pure leal to take
away or add to territory, over which the power ef Congresr,
in forbidding slavery, majr have scope for its acnoa.

^

There are disimcrlng questions In prospect, and all the
courage and wisdom of Congress will be taxed to bring thein
to a peacefal solution But there are other grave aupjecu
upon which in ordinary timet there would be a great diversityof sentiment, and exciting debates, but which, amidst


